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welcome

Dear parents, families avd caregivers,

Ov behalf of our wonderful teachers and management committee, T wounld like
to officially welcome you +o the start of the term, and the first edition of
+he Viewbank Preschool newsletter for 202.2..

Tt's been a busy start to the term as we welcome new children +o the kinder,
as well as seeing least vear’s Green Grounp childrev return as they move up
into the 4-year-old grounps.

I'm sure ou're nearing many wonderful stories about what vour children
have been learnivg during their sessions, and vew friendships being formed.
Our teachers provide an overview of the types of activities we are
facilitating for the Red, Blue and Greev Groups further alowg in this
newsletter, which we trust yow'll enjoy reading — and we evcourage vou +o
continue these conversations with your children in the home environment.

We recently held our Open Day, where we saw so many families come and
explore what we have to offer. T+ was humbling to see nvow many families
are now returving to enrol the younger siblings, and for our +eaches to re-
cowmect with children they've previously faught and +their parents.

Ow the radar for this year, we plav +o have a strong fundraising focus, along
with pursing available arants opportunities that will enable us to continually
improve and nurture the kinder environment and facilities — we will keep vou
posted on the specifics as they arise.

Thank vou for taking the time to read +his and engage v vour child’s
development. We look forward +o a smooth, and learving-filled year to come
and hope to cherish the memories as we watch our children grow.

warm regards,
Avndrea Anderson — President
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Red Group

welcome to all our Red group families. Red group have had a positive
start to the vear. I you would like +o keep up to date with what is
happeving in the program please read our weekly reflections on our web-
site using our parent pass-word to get into the portal,

Red group has 13 boys and 4 girls this vear. We have been averagivg 24
a session.

TheRed group teaching +eam +his year is Awn-Warie and Werryn on both
Wedvesdays and Fridays. We have Amva supporting us on Wedvesdays for
part of our session and Wia with us on a Friday delivering the langunage
proaram.

Bellais a child v red group who has an anaphalactic reaction to wats, Cav
all families avoid sending ut products in lunch boxes please.

we will need parent duty at the start of term 2. The Parent duty
roster will be available on the sigw v pedestal later in the term if you
would like +o put your vame doww. Parent help is so important in ewriching
what we can offer v our kinder environment. Parevts also gain an insight
into how vour child is goivg at kinder. Gravd-parents and any family
members are welcome to help out durivg the sessions if mum’s and dad’s
are busy.

The children each have a portfolio in the room. These are filling up
already with the very busy work we have been doivg. We invite you +o
contribute to the portfolio if you like. Portfolios need +o stay at the
kinder so please come in any time to have a look along with vour child.
Families will be +aking portfolio’s home over the mid-year holidays.

Red group are slowly settlivg into their big day at kinder. Some are quite
tired v the aftervoons. We have beew reflecting and adaptivg ounr
routines to find what works best for this group of children. This involves
looking at the dynamics of the group as well as eneray levels and +ryivg
to meet the ndividual needs of all children. We have had a few dquite
anxious childrew but we are relaxivg auickly after parents leave. Everyone
is enjoving their time during the session once settled. Please be assured
we will always call you if your child continues to be distressed. No news
from us is good news regardivg misettled children.

we have been evjoying the ndoor and outdoor spaces usivg ounr
imaginations and making lovely social connections with our kinder friends.



Red Group

What have we beew experiencing in the program

e “Getting o know vyou” activities including Songs and About We
Sheets which we are sharing

e Wwith the group.

e Learving kinder rules.

e Recoguising/reading our vame on a flash-card.

e Learning to follow an instruction at the start of a transition.

e Drawing self portraits and pictures of our families.

We have had discussions about going o the beach and stories relating +o
Summer time and families.

@roup times have been full of action songs. We wewt on an imaaginary bush
walk and a jungle walk. The children have evjoved the colour sona), Clap
your hands and Twist Shake Wigale. We have had lots of meavingful
discussions during our story times. T post pictures of the books we have
beew reading at kKinder v our reflections.

Our intentional +eaching for +he remainder of the term inclndes -

o Summer — Beach safety and Sunsimart safety.

o  TFamilies

o Sustaivability -Composting / recycling [ worm farming

e Pody Awareness- Body Tuvestigators show

e Healthy eating - Books, posters avd discussions. we will learn the
Healthy eating pyramid.

e Exercising — Lapathon event o end term.




Red Group

Our Plaws for term 2

Our Kivder photo day will be Wednesday 11th WMay during our kinder
sessiov,

Red group will be having a weekly oaa program vext term at kinder.
Calm4kids will be Visiting us on a Wednesday. The children will do a half
hour oga session with a group of 11 children.

e Library borrowing program — weekly on Wednesdays

o Butterfly Adventures Program - wi-w4

e Domestic Pets — What are they, needs, sharing our pet stories

e TheResponsivle Pet Ownership Program — Date +o be confirmed

e Dental Care — Dentist visit Wednesday 1st June.

e Emotions and Feclings — Bucket filling program, Elmer elephant
story and art.

e Staying Safe - Dangers aromid nome and commumity

e Autumu avd the ewvironmental changes to wWinter — Art work to
reflect what we are seeivg in our ewvironment.

e Waps — Treasure wmaps, World map, Australia and Viewbank wmaps.

e Flags — Our cultural back-grounds, Australian and Aborigival flags

e Wother's Day — Gifts, cards, yooa session with the mums

If you have any concerns regardivg somethivng happeving at kinder please
feel free to email me — redgroupdviewbankpreschool.com.an

Ann-Marie, Merryn, Mia and Avma




Blue Group

Hello Blue Group families! We look forward +o getting to know vyou all and
sharing many kindergarten experiences and learnivg opportunities
throughout the vear. Blue Group have had a great start to the vear.
We have spent the last few weeks getting +o know each other and
becoming familiar with the kindergarten routines. We have discussed onr
kinderaarten rules and how they help keep us safe.

On Mondays, we have introduced a short guiet/ relaxation time after
lunch - the childrew are evjoving listening to some short stories while we
give our minds and bodies a moment to recharge. We have been getting
to know each other through group songs and games. We have completed
some self-portraits and pictures of our families. We have each filled in a
page for our About We book which we are presenting to the rest of the
group. When we have all had a turw, everyone will have a chavce to take
home and share i+ with their family.

Discussions about summer holidays at the beach prompted some sea life
creations. We read the story of The Rainbow Fish and made a gronp
collage of the sea filled with our own raivbow fish.

we have been looking at shape and colour. We used fingerpaint o discover
new colours. We have wmixed blue and vellow and red and blue. we will
continue experimenting with colour over +he next few sessions. Some
children were delighted to spread, squelch and squeeze the fingerpaint
with their whole hand, others were wmore reserved and used only ove or
two fingers!

Outdoors we have sailed +o Funfields and Treasure Tsland in our boat,
Our ice-cream shop and doll washing role play has been popular, as have
the sandpit and construction area,

What's coming up?

For the remainder of the term we will be investigating worms and our
worm farm and look at how we recycle and compost at kinder. we will also
look at bodies, exercise and healthy eating. Fivishing the term with our
anmunal Lapathon,



Blue Group

Dates +o remember:
e Wonday 14™ Warch-Labour Day Public Holiday-NO KINDER
SESSION.
o Tuesday 22 Warch-Prama Toolbox “Body Tuvestigators’
Tucursion.
e Thursday 7 April-Lapathon (Last Day of Term 1)

Looking ahead to Term 2.
Term 2 Intentional Teaching

e We will enjoy a weekly yoga session with our Calm4Kids Yooa
Program.

e Kivdergarten Photo Day-Tuesday 10" Way

o Dental Visit from Little Chompers Dental Program-Thursday 2.
Juve

e Butterfly Program

e Library borrowing Program

e Animals that come from eggs — What are they - birds, reptiles,
froos,

e Pets — domestic avimmals — What are they, needs, sharing our pet
stories

e Emotions and Feelings — Bucket filling program, Elmer elephant
story and art.

e Staying Safe - Davgers around home and community.

e Autumn and the ewvironmental chavges to Wivter — artwork +o
reflect what we are seeivg in our ewvironment,

e Waps — Treasure wmaps, World map, Australia and Viewbank maps.

e Flags — Our cultural backaromds, Australian and Aborigival flags.

e Wother's Day — Gifts, cards, yooa session with the mums

Weekly Reflections - Have ou been looking at onr weekly reflections? On
Thursday evenings we post a blog and some photos about our week at
kinderaarten. Make sure vou take a look. Go to our website, click on blue
group avd use the blue group password +o access these.

Birthday Box - Thavk you +o those families that have contributed +o our
birthday box. We have already celebrated several birthday's in Blue Group.
If qou haven't yet made a dovation please bring a $5 gift (stickers, gel
pevs, agame, puzzle, o) to me or Avna in the next week or so.

Please feel free to contact us with any queries —
bluegronpOViewbankpreschool.com.an

Barb, Anna & WMia




@Green Grounp

The children in Green Group have had a wonderful start +o the

year. We have beew learving new routines, meeting vew friends and
developing skills for separating confidently from our loved ones. T+ has
been wonderful +o see how already the children have become more
covfident when ewtering the room, and how they are taking ownership
of the space. Thavkyou to all our families for your evergy and
positivity, it makes the world of difference in how the children settle
wmto a new environment.

Over the past weeks we have enjoyed planting suvflowers, exploring sea
creatures avd the learving about different emotions. There has been
lots of play in the Chinese restaurant, making roads with blocks on +he
mat, evjoving free choice of materials at the craft +able, and sharivg
stories in our library corver. This is always a great space for our
parent helpers to relax and share some story-time with the

children. Outside has beew just as busy, with easel painting, finger
painting, and waterplay satisfying the sewsory needs of the children. In
the boat we have takew trips nto the ocean, fishing for prawws and
crabs, and the sand pit has been a construction zone where digaers and
trucks move sand from one place to another.

We were excited to share our first three birthdays at kinder — Happy
Birthday to Gemma, Marley and Merryn!

During aroup times our focus is on following instruction, learving our
friends’ vames, answering simple questions, using eve contact, learving
new songs and riymes, and being brave enough +o have a go. These are
all skills that will be developed over the childrew’s early years, right on
into primary school. We have voticed more and more children beginving
to Join in with vew familiar sougs and rihythms, particularly the
“Cimamon Ship” song. We have begun each aronp time with an
acknowledgement of country and then follow with a ‘Hello” song, to
create a sense of belonging withiv the group. Together we came up
with some safe play rules and we talked about the importance of
including others and caring for others.



areen (ronp

Soon we will invite +the childrew +o brivg a treasure +to kinder +o share
with the group (see dates for your diary). The children have an
opportunity to stand in front of the group avd tell us a little something
about their item, which helps develop confidence and language

skills. Speaking and listeving are important skills we practice at kinder,
it may be to ask for assistauce, to share information or make a
comection with a friend. Asking duestions that require more thaw a vyes
or o answer is a great way to promote language with vour child. “Tell
me about..” or “I wonder why von did ...” are a couple of great sentence
starters. We look forward +o seeing some treasures v late WMarch.,

Our parent commumity has been wonderfully supportive, and in
particular T would like +o thank the Greew Group families for workivg
with us through our staggered intake program. Short sessions at the
beginiing of the vyear are so valuable +o the staff and children and really
help us build that secure relationship we need with each child. Also
thankyou for filling up our duty roster, we hope you are enjoying your
time with us in the session.

Dates to remewmber:
e Tuesday 1°" WMarch — Kindergarten Regjistrations for 2023 opev
throngh Banyule conncil.

o Tuesday15™ WMarch — Green Dress-up DPay. (Children wear
something green o kinder)

o Tuesday 20" & Thursday 31° Warch — Treasure Days — look
out on the notice board for your child’s date.

o Thursday 7% April — Last session for term 1 and Parent
Worning Tea 11:320am-12:30pm, restrictions pending.
Look out for an invitation in our votice pocket!

Vicki & WMerryw



Language program

Nihaol Our Chivese language program has started in 4-year-old groups.
T was very excited +o meet Red Group and Blue Group children and
introduced my special frievd Qiaohu (a puppet tiger).

In the beginiing of each session, childrew sing Nihao  (hello) song with
Qiaohu. This helps childrewn learn how to greet v Chinese and get ready
to be immersed in a different language.

From Qiachu’s introduction, children learnt about where China was, how
far it was from Australia and ete. Children and T also explored how
people celebrate Chinese New Mear, set up our oww Chinese restanrant
in the room, made dragov masks avd even had a dragon parade v the
yard!

We listened o the story of 12 zodiac animals and found out which
animal of year we were born. There were lots of discussion around the
story.

TIn the reom, there is a Chivese corver for children to continue o explore
the culture and the language even when they are ot having the
langnage sessiow.

The program is fully ncorporated v the 4-year-old kinder carriculum and
will continue +o be delivered through songs, games, stories, art
activities ete. throughout the year.

Home learving tips:
Ovie way vou might like +o support vour child is to learn some key words
and phrases i Chivese vourself. Here is a free app/website +o help:

e iLanaguges

e Languages Remote

e Duclingo

e  Wemrise

e Digital Dialects

For more information about our language program, you are always
welcome to have a chat with me (Blue Group on WMonday/ Red Grounp on
Friday) or email me: eclanguagesOviewbankpreschool.com.au.

Wia



Fuwdraising

Buwmings Sausage Sizzle

we've scheduled a Sansage Sieele fundraising day ot
Eltham Bumivgs on Sunday, 10" April and would greatly
appreciate help from parent volunteers.

Wore information +o come soon!

Thanks,

Laura
fundraisingDvieehankpreschool.com.an

Special news & events

Viewbank Preschool Welcome Picvic

Friday 19" Warch

Apm-Gpm at Price Park (meet near playaromnd)

BYO Picvic

Come along and meet the other families in the Viewbank Preschool Commumity,

Voluwteers veeded for Banyule Auskick 202.2.:

Auskick is a great wtroduction to fum footy skills, drills and games for boys and gjirls 512 vears old. T+
runs during footy season from April — Aungust (exact dates for the 2022 seasow et to be determined).
Banqule Auskick sessions are on Saturday mornings from dam. Banqule Auskick is looking for 1-2 new co-
ordivator/s (role can be shared) +o get the 2022 season runving,.

Auskick is run by volunteers and is a great way o get nvolved with vour kids activities and local
community. Further information can be found on the Auskick website: play.afl/auskick/coordinators

If vou can help with this please contact Kate Cullen (out-goivg Co-ordinator for 2021):
banyulefecauskick@dgmail.com or 0404 044 75. T'll be happy to discuss +the role further, provide all the
formation and support needed to continue the role into next seasow.

Coaches are also needed so please help if you can!

Thavks +o Trees R Us

A huge thanks to Trees R Us’ for volunteering their tree services for our preschool last vear.

For anjone veeding specialised tree services in the area we'd recommend getting in touch with the crew
at Trees R Us.

Wwebsite: treesrus.com.aun

Email: infoDtreesrus.com.aun

Phove: (02) 4459 5256



Gieveral news

Parent Duty

Red and Blue Grounp have decided +o wait until 2 Terwm
to reintroduce parent helpers. Rosters for parent
helpers will be available towards the end of the term.
Green Group will continne having parent helpers as they
have been.

Please evsure vou sign yourself in and out in our visitors’
book (located ot the siom in stand).

Please vote: all visitors and volunteers are required +o
be fully vaccinated and show proof of vaccination status
upon ewtering our building. After February 25, this will
also wclude proof of third dose vaccination. Please show
Vicki or Werryu on arrival of your duty session so they
cow record it's beew sighted.

Sum-smar+t policy

Please ensure you apply sunscreew to your child before
every session, Bven in the cooler weather UV ratings are
often still extreme. Sunscreew is available in the foyer
for you to apply if you forget o do it at home. Please
speak to the teachers if your child redquires their own
sunscreen - dow't leave sunscreew n childrew’s bags as i+
is difficult for us to monitor who touches i+. A wide
brimmed or legiovnaires hat is also required every day.

Food at Kindergarten
Please ensure you have read our food and wutrition policy.

Sowme children have a life-threatening allergy +o nuts
therefore childrew are ot permitted o bring vat
products at any time. As most chocolate may include
traces of nuts this extends +o chocolate products.
This means NO peanut butter, nutella, muesli bars,
thocolates, hazelmut products, simarties, ete.

We ask that sweet treats (chocolate, lollies, cakes) and
are kept for home. Water is preferred for kindergarten.
Please keep milk drinks, juice and yakult for your child to
have at howme.

Spare clothivg

All children reauire a full change of clothes every sessiow.
Providing a wet pack/waterproof bag is also handy +o
put wet/soiled clothes in.

What to wear at Kindergarten?_

We are busy at kivder. We get dirty, we rum, climb, get
wet, paint, and dig i the garden. Please dress vour child
in comfortable clothes that can get dirty. Shorts, elastic
waisted pants, leggings, trackpants, +-shirts,
Jjumpers/ihoodies are comfortable and easy for children to
mavage. Runvers and sandals are the best footwear.
Thowgs and crocs are very slippery when climbivg. Please
keep these items for home - singlet tops/sleeveless
dresses, lovg dresses, precious tutus and skirts, crocs, and
thongs.

Tlivess

If vour child is unwell please give them time at home to
recover. The recommendation from the state
government remaivs that o matter how mild symptoms
are all adults and children should perform a RAT test and
remain home until they vo longer have any symptoms. wWe
appreciate our understanding in this matter. Please
email vour child’s teacher or phone the Kindergarten if
your child will be absent.

RAT tests are being provided for preschool children.
These will be distributed to families as we receive thew.

Absences

Please email your child’s teacher or phone the
Kindergarten if your child will be absent because of illness,
holiday or just a day at home.

Barlk - blunegroupadviewbavkpreschool.com.an

Anv-Warie - redaronpOviewbankpreschool com.an

Vicki - greengronpviewbankpreschool.com.an

Donations

e  Recycle Station-take a look at our recycle statiow in
the fover. We collect plastic bottle tops, bread tags,
ete.

e Drawing paper-If ou have awy scrap A4 paper
(Blavk on ove side is fine) we cav use for drawivg, i+
would be much appreciated.

e Egg Cartons

o Small offeuts of wood
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